
SUPPORTING EDUCATION & STUDENT EXPERIENCE
THE ADAM SMITH GRADUATE AWARD

Adam Smith’s Legacy: 
Our graduates are entering an increasingly competitive market and the skills 
and experience gained in these activities provides our students with the 
maximum benefit from their studies to enter the marketplace with more 
employable skills. This is linked to the School’s aim to develop Enlightened, 
Engaged and Enterprising graduates and continue the legacy of Adam Smith, 
who is recognised worldwide as one of the most influential figures to emerge 
from Scottish Enlightenment and the field of economics. The School already 
offered a range of extracurricular activities and recognised the importance of 
these thus the creation of the Graduate Award.

Achievements:
Before we put together the Graduate Award, 

the School offered extracurricular activities as 
standalone workshops. Since the introduction of the 
award, we have seen a 60% increase in attendance 

and engagement within all our activities. The 
popularity of the workshops has increased and 

we now offer a variety of activities on multiple 
occasions. We also created an environment 

where students from a variety of backgrounds 
have a platform to enhance engagement with 
the student experience in an enterprising and 

challenging setting.
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Results:
In academic year 2016/17, 426 students registered for the award 

from a population of 1,775. Of the 426 who participated, 400 (93%) 
are on track to complete the activities and be presented with 
the their Graduate Award later this year. This compares to a 

completion rate of 63% in 2015/16. 
A sample of our satisfaction levels is below:

Delivery:
The concept for the Graduate Award was created and delivered by the PGT 
Manager to meet key performance indicators of the School to enhance the 
student experience at Glasgow. This new platform provided an opportunity 
for the manager to showcase leaderships skills and deliver an 
improved service level to our student body. The strategic planning and 
development of the award has been well received within the School 
and the Institution and has recently been entered into the Times 
Higher Awards.
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The Graduate Award was launched in 2015/16 and is now in its third year. It recognises the student’s commitment to 
extracurricular activities and achievements. It was introduced to provide our studentswith a platform to improve 
and enhance their skill set and experience.


